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Biography 
Glenn Lyle Hoffman 
Glenn Lyle Hoffman, the son of Ernest J. and Viola 
M. Hoffman, was born on a small farm in Iowa on 
December 28, 1918. He is a graduate of Lamont 
High School in Iowa where he excelled at wrestling. 
In 1942, he received a B.A. Degree from the 
University of Iowa, majoring in Zoology. He paid 
his own way through college by trapping fur 
animals, washing hospital windows, and working 
summers at a trout hatchery for the Iowa Depart-
ment of Natural Resources. 
Glenn served in the U.S. Army from 1942 to 1946, 
attained the rank of Lieutenant, working in several 
medical laboratories in the U.S. and in Europe. He 
worked at the Pasteur Institute in Paris and he also 
worked with Dr (Captain) Vic Sprague on the 
influenza project in Munich, Germany, at the 
laboratory of Dr Jonas Salk of Au and polio vaccine 
fame. 
Following the Second World War he studied 
under Professor L.O. Nolf (deceased) at the 
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University of Iowa where he received a Ph. D. 
Degree in Zoology (Paras itology) with a minor in 
Microbiology in 1950. His dissertation described 
the life cycle and development of the trematode, 
Posthodiplostomum minimum, emphasizing the host 
specificity of a subspecies of the parasite. He also 
worked three summers under Professor Nolf on the 
Fish Parasite Project in Northern Wisconsin. H is 
wife Carolyn received her M.S. Degree in experi-
mental embryology from the University of Iowa at 
the same time. 
From 1950 to 1957, he served as assistant 
professor in the Microbiology Department, Medical 
School, University of North Dakota and taught 
medical parasitology and bacteriology. Glenn also 
had research responsibilities and spent most of his 
efforts studying strigeid fish trematodes. While at the 
university he developed a love for duck hunting and 
became proficient in shooting them on the wing. 
In 1958, Glenn was hired by Dr S.F. Snieszko 
(deceased) as a parasitologist at the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service's Eastern Fish Disease Laboratory 
at Leetown, West Virginia. With the able help of 
his laboratory assistant Bob Putz and a colleague, 
Ed Dunbar (deceased), he authored many publica-
tions on the parasitism of fish by algae, protozoa, 
coelenterates, trematodes and cestodes. From 1974 
to 1985 he was stationed at the Fish Farming 
Experimental Station, USFWS, Stuttgart, AR, 
where Andrew Mitchell and Brenda Rodgers Moore 
assisted him with the diagnosis of diseases of 
cultured fish and many research projects. With 
their assistance, Glenn became the authority on the 
impact, diagnosis and management of the recently 
imported Asian tapeworm, studied a disease 
producing nematode, Capillaria catostomi, parasi-
tizing golden shiners, and was the first to find that 
Dimilin® was effective against the anchor parasite. 
During his tenure as a fish parasitologist he had 
the privilege of collaborating with O.N. Bauer and 
E.V. Raikova of Russia, D .K. Cone (Canada), W . 
Foissner (Austria), G. Schubert (Germany), S.L. 
Kazubski (Poland), and J. Lom (Czechoslovakia) as 
well as F. Meyer, B. Fried and R. Walker of the 
U.S.A. These collaborations resulted in published 
papers on many fish parasites. Some of these 
included articles on parasite translocation with 
O .N. Bauer, Monogeneans and Myxosporea with 
D. Cone, Heteropolaria colisarum with W . Foissner, 
trichodinids and Myxobolus cerebralis with J. Lom, 
Chilodonella hexasticha with S.L. Kazubski, Dicauda 
atherinoides with R. Walker, Sanguinicola fontinalis 
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with B. Fried, and the coelenterate Polypodium 
hydriforme with E.V. Raikova. 
During his career he also published four books: 
Medical Parasitology Lab Manual 1957, 98 pp.; the 
first edition of Parasites of North American Fresh-
water Fishes 1967, 486 pp.; Parasites of Freshwater 
Fishes, a Review of Their Control and Treatment 
1971, 224 pp. with F. Meyer; and the second 
edition of Parasites of North American Freshwater 
Fishes 1999, 539 pp. 
He was chairman of the Translation Committee 
of the American Society of Parasitologists for many 
years and through the U.S. Government Transla-
tion Service was able to get many foreign books 
translated into English. Most notable of these was 
the 1960 Key to Parasites of Freshwater Fish of the 
USSR by Bykhovskaya-Pavlovskaya and the two 
volume Fish Diseases (Fischkranheiten) by Schiiper-
claus 1986. He was also on the editorial board of 
four journals including the Journal of Fish Diseases. 
Glenn has received many honours over the course 
of his career. He received the Distinguished Service 
Award from the Wildlife Disease Association, 1976; 
the S.F. Snieszko Award, Fish Health Section, 
American Fisheries Society, 1982; the Meritorious 
Service Award, U.S. Department of Interior, 1983; 
and the Distinguished Service Award, Fish Culture 
Section, American Fisheries Society, 1985. He was 
inducted into the National Fish Culture Hall of 
Fame, Spearfish, SO in 1985. For his 1967 book 
Parasites of North American Freshwater Fishes, he 
received two outstanding publication awards; one 
from the Wildlife Society in 1967 and one from the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 1968. To his 
delight, nine new fish parasites were named after him, 
an honour bestowed individually by his colleagues. 
At the age of 81, Glenn has slowed down some 
but he has not lost his desire to help students, to 
supply any information he has available, or to 
encourage one in career decisions. He has shared 
concerns about the need for more fish parasitol-
ogists in the U.S.; a need substantiated by the 
recent influx of trematode problems in warm-
water cultured fish and the great problems with 
whirling disease in salmon ids. As part of that 
concern he has made efforts to get his extensive 
library into the hands of people who need the 
information. He gave parts of his library to 
several institutions, but the major part is housed 
at the Harry K. Dupree Stuttgart National 
Aquaculture Research Center, Stuttgart, AR and 
will be available to all users. 
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Notable benefactors to Glenn during his long 
career included his parents; his brother Melvin, of 
the Iowa Department of Natural Resources; 
Professor L.O. Nolf, University of Iowa; Dr S.F. 
Snieszko, his director at Leetown; Dr Harry Dupree 
(deceased), his director at Stuttgart, and Dr Robert 
Putz, his former assistant who helped get his last 
book published. Equally important to him during 
his long career were the many students who were 
recipients of his help, kindness, keenness and 
enthusiasm. 
In closing, he told me that of all the people on 
Earth he is most grateful to Carolyn who helped in 
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so many ways, including typing and editing the 
second edition of his parasite book just before she 
died of lymphoma cancer. 
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